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be unfolded. His kingdom became an asylum for political
refugees from the other provinces; and the feeling grew
stronger as the years went by that the ultimate deliverance of
Italy would come from this direction.
That hope was intensified when the King took as chief
minister Count Camillo cavour (1852), for Cavour proved
himself one of the ablest statesmen of modern times. All his
thoughts and energies were concentrated on one object—to
expel Austria from Italy as the first step towards uniting the
peninsula under his master's rule. He laboured unceasingly
to improve the financial and military resources of the little
kingdom, by encouraging agriculture, by constructing railways,
by making tariff agreements, and by confiscating the wealth of
the monasteries for the benefit of the state. But the bitter
experience of 1848 had shown that Sardinia could not prevail
against the tremendous resources of the Austrian Empire
without the help of some great foreign Power, and Cavour's
main achievement was the winning of this support. He laid
the foundation of his policy in connection with the Crimean
War. France and England were annoyed with Austria for
backing out of that enterprise; if Sardinia supported them
she would have a claim (at the expense of her enemy) on those
two " Liberal Powers." He therefore declared war on Russia
and sent a Sardinian contingent to the Crimea, where it im-
pressed everybody with its efficiency and courage. Cavour had
thus gained the right to appear at the Peace Conference, and
he took the opportunity to draw attention to the woes of Italy
and to attack Austria as the cause of them. Henceforth
Sardinia stood forth in the eyes of the world as the champion
of the Italian nation against oppression. The Austrian Govern-
ment was forced to make some concessions to public opinion.
Francis Joseph granted an amnesty and sent the most amiable
of his brothers—the Archduke Maximilian—as viceroy. But
Italian patriots did not want Austria to mend her ways : they
wanted her to go.
Cavour reaped the fruits of his foresight a few years later in

